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WE BEGIN A NEW JOURNEY

IN THIS ISSUE

The Exciting Year Ahead!
by The Worshipful Masters

Brothers, we feel this is going to be an
exciting new year for Sioux Falls
Freemasonry! We have three Worshipful
Masters in place who have a vested interest
in building the Craft in our great city.

What Can You Look Forward To?
To start this off, we are resurrecting the
Trestle Board and offering this new format.
We hope it will keep you informed, educated
and maybe even cause you to giggle from
time to time.
In this and subsequent issues you will find the
following:
•
Short updates from the Worshipful
Masters, Senior Wardens and Junior
Wardens
•
A column to further your Masonic
Education
•
Featured websites and apps
•
Interesting things that have been
happening in the Lodges and some of
our appendant bodies
•
Spotlighting great events and amazing
Brothers
•
Ways that you can get involved with
several inter-Lodge committees so you
can live your passion within
Freemasonry

•

A Calendar of Events so you don’t have
to wonder what is going on at the Lodge

What Do You Mean By “Three
Lodges, One Brotherhood”?

One of the things all of us have heard around
Your Masonic Education
our Lodges is “I wonder what Trinity is doing?” You have heard about the Rough Ashlar in lectures and
maybe even read about it a little. It’s time to dig a little
or “When is Minnehaha doing their degree
deeper into its meaning.
work?” or “Is that guy a part of Unity or
another Lodge?” One of the things we hope to
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accomplish is to bring all the Lodges closer
together and start working in concert to have a
greater impact on the Sioux Falls community.
We feel that we can help make each other
better men by finding common purposes and
working on them together.

How Can You Help?
Reading this newsletter from front to back
would be a great start! There is a lot of
information to digest here so take some time
to think on it. Next, try to make it to a Lodge
meeting. Make it to your own if you can but if
you can’t, stopping by another Lodge’s
meeting is OK too. Also, investigate joining a
committee (or two or three). There are a lot of
opportunities to be involved, even if you can’t
make it to a Lodge meeting for whatever
reason. Also, check out our new Facebook
page: “Sioux Falls Freemasons”.

Masonic Spotlight!
This month we are featuring The Sioux Falls Manor of
the Order of the Squires.
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Salutations from the Senior Wardens
by Your Senior Wardens

Introducing your SWs for the Year!

Trinity Lodge #200

Minnehaha Lodge #5

George Hamilton

In coming issues there will be messages from
the Senior Wardens to the three Lodges
about things that are important to them.

Wade Welding
Hometown: Sioux City, IA
Raised: 1993 in Worthington, MN
Unity Lodge #130
Robert “Solo” Solorzano

A Word from the Junior Wardens
by Your Junior Wardens

Introducing your JWs for the year!

Unity Lodge #120

Minnehaha Lodge #5

Justin Luetgers

Trinity Lodge #200
Ethan Jones

Jerry Grouzis
Hometown: Flushing, Queens, NY
Raised: 2016 in Sioux Falls, SD

In coming issues there will be messages from
the Junior Wardens to the three Lodges
about things that are important to them.
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THIS MONTH’S TOPIC

Your Masonic Education
by The Masonic Trowel and Grand Lodge of Texas

The Rough Ashlar
Of particular importance to the Fellowcraft
Degree are the Rough and Perfect Ashlars,
two stones marking a path for selfimprovement for the initiate. The lessons
outlined in this degree rely upon many
symbols concerning education and the
gaining of knowledge as a means of
advancing, both morally and spiritually.
However, there are other lessons to be
gained by examining the stones themselves,
notably the Rough Ashlar.

Masonic Website of the Month!
Masonic Renewal Committee: We work with Grand
Lodges to provide tools which the thousands of lodges
throughout North American use for growth and
development of their members. We gather and
distribute information from state and provincial level as
well as grassroots sources. We do this so the innovative
efforts of lodges and Grand Lodges may swiftly and
efficiently implement these tools for their betterment.
http://www.masonicrenewal.org/

Masonic Phone App of the Month!
The Cable Tow is an app for Masons. It contains map
information for lodges, meeting dates, masonic
education, and much more. It is an all in one app for any
Mason.

FAST FACTS

31%
The percentage of United States Presidents who were
Masons. There have been 14 so far.

An "ashlar" is a rough stone taken from a
quarry with the intent of preparing it for use
in construction of a building. Its shape is that
of a plank or rectangular solid, which would
allow its use for paving or exterior
construction. In olden times these stones
were from "freestone," which meant
sandstone or limestone, which could be
shaped easily into smooth blocks or other
forms. It was the refining and smoothing that
shaped these rough stones into their final
form and thus "fitted them for the builder's
use."
For the Freemason, the Rough Ashlar
represents his rough state in life and the
need for improvement. He is made aware as
a Fellowcraft of the goal of being a better
man, being more spiritual in his thoughts,
and striving for perfection in conduct. A path
is laid before him and he is charged to work
toward self-improvement. Duties,
obligations, and expectations are clearly
placed in his hands to work toward a better
life. He is taught to "smooth" himself, both
externally and internally, and become a true
Mason. We, as Brothers, have a duty to
ourselves and to our Brother to teach and
help each to become better men and
Masons.
There are other messages contained within
the Rough Ashlar. There are the internal
messages concerning the quality, potential,
and character of the stone. The stone must
be of good quality and possess the potential
to be a "perfect" stone in its use. It must have
no flaws of character, which may cause it to
weaken in its purpose or use. Thus, when we
look at a candidate for the degrees, we
should look carefully at their qualifications
and character. The candidate must be of

sound quality and have the potential to serve
and support our Fraternity. He must be
carefully inspected, as the Rough Ashlar, in
order that he "fit" in the design of
Freemasonry, its tenets, and goals. Just as
one bad stone could ruin the exterior of a
building, or weaken the overall structure, so
one flawed Rough Ashlar can bring censure
and reproach upon the Fraternity, and thus
weaken Freemasonry in the eyes of the outer
world.
Hence there are three goals represented in
the Rough Ashlar. One goal is for us as
Masons, one goal is for the Lodge, and one
goal is for the initiate. As Masons we must
give due attention to our responsibility in
educating our Brothers in self-improvement.
As a Lodge, we must judge carefully in
extending Freemasonry to others, weighing
their potential and character as Masons, for
they are the future of the Craft. And finally
we must extend the hand of Brotherly Love
and Affection in order that they may attain
their place as "just and upright Masons."
Attention to the Rough Ashlar is critical to
our future and we should act accordingly.
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From the Bodies of the Lodges
committees! If you have a passion for service,
communication, ritual, or mentoring, reach
out! This is an opportunity for involvement
beyond Stated Meetings and a great way to
reconnect if Thursdays simply don’t work for
you! If you’d like to be involved in any of
these, please reach out to me at
unity130master@gmail.com!

Minnehaha #5
Minnehaha #5 is looking forward to an
exciting new year with three first timers in
the chairs, WM (Brian Pulling), SW (Wade
Welding) and JW (Jerry Grouzis). There is a
lot of energy in the room and an appetite to
work on things together for the betterment
of the Lodge.
We are introducing a “Masonic Moment” into
our agenda each month where we will take
some time and reflect and educate ourselves
on our working tools or maybe just have a
fun discussion on how to call in that big Tom
when you go out turkey hunting.
WM Pulling completed a trip to the Black
Hills early in July for a family reunion on his
wife’s side. On the trip he was able to get
pictures outside of 3 Lodges. During a visit to
Boot Hill in Deadwood he taught his son,
Connor, to recognize some of the Masonic
symbols on the grave markers in the Masonic
section of the cemetery.

Trinity #200
Unity #130
At our last stated meeting, I outlined
portions of what I hope our Lodge can
achieve in the coming months. This included
the creation of new committees designed to
engage and grow not only current Brothers
of Unity #130, but also the new Brothers yet
to come, and the Craft in Sioux Falls as a
whole. Specifically, these committees are
Masonic Service and Outreach, Ritualistic
Excellence, Mentoring, and Communication
and Technology. I’ll share more on the
purposes and progress of all of them in the
coming months, but now I’d like to highlight
two: Masonic Service and Outreach and
Ritualistic Excellence.
Masonic Service and Outreach – Masons
have always been leaders in our
communities. This committee is designed to
show the community at-large who we are
and what we stand for. This is not designed
as a recruitment committee but as a way to
put the tenets of our profession into action.
This group will help identify service
opportunities for our Lodge and Brothers and
allow us to be seen as a source of hope and
relief in our community.
Ritualistic Excellence - For those who have a
passion for Degree Work and Ritual, this
committee will serve as a place for teachers
and students who want to hone their
ritualistic skills. This will benefit the Lodge by
helping us to remain leaders in this area as
well as create an awe-inspiring atmosphere
throughout the initiation of our Brothers yetto-come.
We are actively looking for Brothers who
would want to serve on any of the mentioned

To all readers of this first issue of the new
Trestle Board,
We are all planning for this year to be a bit
different than those previous years have
been. For months now, the three 2018-2019
Worshipful Masters have been meeting and
having very fruitful discussions. We have
made unified goals as well as singular goals
that we each aspire to for our own Lodge.
To the Members of Trinity Lodge #200, I am
honored to have been elected to serve as
Worshipful Master of our Lodge. With the
retirement of our long serving Secretary, WB
Mark Ingalls, we have appointed WB Stephen
(Steve) Rosenthal as Secretary/Treasurer.
My first goal is to meet with the Wardens,
Secretary and Trustees of the Lodge to get a
good handle on the state of the Lodge. Once
that has taken place, we can all begin to plan
a path forward toward bringing more interest
back into the Blue Lodge. That is the
foundation of every Masonic activity.
I not only invite, but I strongly encourage
every member who possibly can, please
come to the September Stated Meeting of
our Lodge on September 10th. There will be
very important issues discussed and possibly
voted on at the meeting and we need your
voice to help shape our Lodge’s future path.
See you in September and may the Great
Architect of the Universe guide your every
endeavor.
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Masonic Spotlight!
IN OUR MASONIC CENTER

New Squire Officers Take Their
Chairs!
For those of you who don’t know about the Sioux Falls
Manor of the Order of the Squires, they are an
appendant body of the Liberty Chapter of DeMolay in
Sioux Falls. The organization is for young men between
the ages of nine and eleven. They focus on the tenants
of Justice/Equality, Truth/Honesty and
Wisdom/Education.
They perform an opening and closing for their Manor,
conduct their own business meetings and, with the help
of their Manor Dad, determine how to spend their
money as well as work on charitable endeavors.
They have raised $600 for the Sioux Falls Area Humane
Society just before the end of the year. This spring they
worked with the DeMolay Chapter and were able to
fundraise over $1,000 for the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation (JDRF) this spring. They are also planning
on partnering with the DeMolay Chapter in raising
money for cancer research through the Relay for Life
and collecting food and donations to help support
Feeding South Dakota early this fall. For a group who
just got started in September of last year, that is pretty
amazing!
Their new officers are Connor Pulling, Master Squire
(center); Dorian Ness, Senior Squire (left) and Cody
Schave, Junior Squire (right). Their terms are six months
long and then the next officers will move into their
respective chairs. They are always looking for new
members so if you have a son or grandson who would
like to join them please contact Brian Pulling
(minnehahalodge5wm@gmail.com)

An Influential Brother

Winston Churchill
Initiated in Studholme Lodge
No 1591 on May 24, 1901

Send us your pictures and stories
so we can continue to spotlight
things that matter to you!
They can be anything, a nice fish
you caught, an anniversary, a
birthday celebration, a shout out
to another Brother.
This publication is for you
Brothers!

Thank you 2017-2018
Past Masters!
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Committee Cornerstones
by Your Committee Representatives

Mentoring Committee
Good Works and
Outreach Committee
This Committee is in charge of finding
opportunities within the community to do
good works, finding ways to help Masonic
widows, and working with the other Masonic
organizations to aid in charitable efforts. This
Committee will also work to find
opportunities to reach out to the community
and get Freemasonry noticed again.

Masonic Education
Committee
This Committee will be charged with keeping
the Brothers tools from gathering dust. This
can be done by coming up with presentations
that can be carried out in each Lodge or
inviting in speakers on things that may be
interesting to the Brothers. This Committee
will also help with things like putting
together education packets for new Masons.

This Committee will be charged with helping
set up guidelines for vetting potential
candidates and finding committed Masons to
act as mentors to new brothers. This
Committee will find ways to help shepard
new Brothers through their first year of
membership.

Communication and
Technology Committee
This Committee will be charged with helping
all of our Brothers stay informed of Masonic
happenings around the city, state and region.
This Committee will also be in charge of our
on-line presence and ensuring that we are
communicating with our Brothers in ways
that are most impactful to them.

Ritualistic Excellence
Committee

Masonic Building
Association Committee

This Committee will be charged with helping
conduct our rituals at the highest levels. This
Committee will help train Brothers with an
interest in learning rituals as well as helping
everyone get sharper at their ritual work.
This Committee will help build degree teams
as well as educating those who are interested
in having a deeper understanding or our
rituals.

This Committee will have its members
consist of those who are the Lodge
reprsentatives to the MBA meetings. They
will be in charge of gathering and carrying
concerns from the Brothers to the MBA as
well as providing consistant and relavent
information to the Brothers about the
Masonic Center. This will ensure that each
Lodge is getting the same information from
the reprsentatives so we are able to speak
with one voice.
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Calendar of Events
Minnehaha Lodge #5
Stated Meeting: First Thursday of the Month
Dinner at 6pm, Lodge at 7pm
Degree Work: EA Degree, August 2nd

Unity Lodge #130
Stated Meeting: First Thursday of the Month
Dinner at 6pm, Lodge at 7pm
Degree Work: EA Degree, August 22nd

Trinity Lodge #200
Stated Meeting: Third Thursday of the
Month
Dinner at 6:30pm, Lodge at 7pm
Dark: July and August
Degree Work: TBD

Good Works and
Outreach Committee
Date and Time: TBD

Masonic Education
Committee
Date and Time: TBD

Mentoring Committee
Date and Time: TBD

Ritualistic Excellence
Committee
Date and Time: TBD

Cigar Lodge
Date and Time: More information to come

Masonic Stag Night

Communications and
Technology Committee
Date and Time: TBD

Date and Time: More information to come

Masonic Building
Association Committee
Date and Time: TBD

Scottish Rite
Stated Meeting: Second Tuesday of the
Month at 7pm
Degree Work: Third Tuesday of the Month

York Rite
Stated Meeting: First Tuesday of the Month
at 7pm
Dark: July and August

DeMolay and Squires
Stated Meeting: First and Third Monday of
the Month at 7pm

All Masonic Picnic
Sunday, August 5th from 3-6pm
Cherry Rock Park
1800 E 18th St, Sioux Falls, SD

Masonic CHIP Event
Sioux Empire Fair
Saturday, August 11th from 12 noon – 5 pm
HORT Building

Shrine Rush Party
Wednesday, August 14th 5:30 pm
El Riad Shrine
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Part Upon the Square
Brothers, we hope you found this issue
informative and enjoyable. We can’t express
enough how proud we are to have all of you
as our Brothers and supporting us through
this next year.
We are looking forward to sharing our year as
the new WMs with you and know that we
each live with Masonry in our heart. If you
want to join a committee, please contact
your WM so we can get started on these.
If you have comments, edits or things that
you would like to see included in future issues
of The Trestle Board, please reach out to us!
Brian Pulling
WM, Minnehaha Lodge #5
(minnehahalodge5wm@gmail.com)
Dane Bloch
WM, Unity Lodge #130
(unity130master@gmail.com)
Bob Weatherford
WM, Trinity Lodge #200
(trinitylodge200wm@gmail.com)

Sioux Falls
Freemasons
The Trestle
Board

520 South 1st Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

The Final Funnies

8

