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  IN THIS ISSUE 

Like the First Time  

Fraternal greetings to all! I would like to 
congratulate all of the new Brother Masons 
that have joined our Honored Craft! It was 
truly an honor to have taken part in the 
beginning of your Masonic journey. 
Additionally, I would like to thank the 
Brothers that were able to attend. I feel that 
it is truly important for the newly initiated to 
see a strong presence once being brought to 
light. After all, this is their first introduction, 
whether they know it or not, to one of the 
most important tenants of our art; Brotherly 
Love.  

With that in mind, I would like to strongly 
urge each member of every Lodge to make a 
concerted effort to attend any or all of the 
several degrees that are held. Please, take a 
moment to reflect on the very first time that 
you, as a Candidate in darkness, were 
kneeling at the Sacred Altar. When the 
hoodwink was finally removed, what did you 
see? Were there two full lines of supporting 
Brothers there to welcome you? 
Alternatively, were the lines sparse and if so, 
how did that make you feel? At the time, 
probably nothing as you were overwhelmed, 
but it is easy to look back and feel somewhat 
disappointed.  

 

 

You see my Brethren, the several Masonic 
degrees are not for the members of the 
Lodge at large. They are specifically for each 
Candidate. While many of us have been to 
dozens of these degrees, it is easy for us to 
forget that initial anxiousness that we have 
all felt at one point or another. I understand 
that sitting on the sidelines, listening to the 
several lectures over and over can be 
mundane, to say the least. But, for the 
Candidate this is a solemn occasion. It is one 
which he has been preparing for his entire 
life, leading up to that moment…since, as we 
say, he was first prepared to be made a 
Mason in his heart.  

If there has been a lapse of time since you 
were in Lodge, your home Lodge or 
otherwise, perhaps it would be a good time 
to revisit, especially on degree nights. There 
are several opportunities to support many 
new Brothers and provide much needed 
guidance to assist them in forming their 
Perfect Ashlar. Please, check the different 
Lodges’ degree schedules for more 
information.  

May peace and harmony find you all! I look 
forward to seeing you all in Lodge! 

  

 

Your Masonic Education 
We continue our 3-part series with Masonry Present 

Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Masonic Spotlight! 
The Sioux Falls Manor of the Order of the Squires. You 
have seen them around but how much do you know 
about them. 

Page 9 

Words from the Worshipful Master 
by Robert Solorzano, WM Unity #130 

Three Lodges, 
One Brotherhood 
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When Will We See You?  
 
When was the last time you went to a Lodge 
meeting? If you haven’t been to a meeting in 
a while why is that? What can we do as 
Masons, to get you to want to come back?  

We’re not asking you to make every meeting, 
although, that would be great to see 50 to 75 
or more members in a lodge meeting. I think 
any Lodge would love to see that. Not sure 
about the pass, signs or tokens, let us know 
and we will assist you before getting into 
Lodge.  

Besides meetings, when was the last time 
you attended degree work, either because 
you went through it, you were there to 
support your buddy going through it or you 
wanted to just come back for a refresher? 

We would all enjoy having brothers sitting in 
the sidelines, supporting the new candidates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

as they take their journey, as we all have, 
through the degrees of Masonry.  Are you 
interested in memorizing a part? Let us 
know.   

Did you know that Unity has meals catered 
on special nights where we open in Lodge for 
a quick business meeting and then we bring 
in our family, friends and special quests? 
These would be the Past Masters Night in 
May, Scholarship Awards Night in July and 
the Thanksgiving Meal in November. All you 
have to do is RSVP to the Secretary or better 
yet download the Our Lodge Page App (OLP) 
and get signed up, It will give you the dates 
of meetings, degree work and the special 
nights. Also, you can RSVP whether you are 
coming to a meeting, Degree work or the 
special nights and whether you are bringing a 
guest or more.  

So, when will we see you My Brothers?  

A Word from the Junior Wardens 
by Ron Knott, JW Unity #130 

Salutations from the Senior Wardens 
by Justin Leutgers, SW Unity #130 
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Masonic Website of the Month! 

The Free Mason Network is a social networking 
site that connects you to thousands of other 
Masons around the US and 147 countries around 
the World!  It’s simple to use, gives you the latest 
news and opinions about Masonic topics and 
connects you to your Brothers near and far. 

 
http://www.freemasonnetwork.org/home 

 

 

Masonic Phone App of the Month! 

The My Freemasonry Mobile App grants you full 
access to the My Freemasonry website and 
discussion forum. Join over 16,000 fellow 
Freemasons as they share upcoming Masonic 
events, educational papers, photos and more!  

 

FAST FACTS 
 

In 1920, Gate City Lodge #522 in Kansas City, 
MO met every day of the week except Sunday 
to confer a record 1,107 degrees, averaging 21 
degrees a week. 

 
 
 
 

Masonry Today 
 
[Editor’s note: this month is the second 
installment of the three-part series on 
Masonry Past, Today and Tomorrow. This 
series is from a set of lectures given during a 
Masonic Workshop in 1990.] 
 

Brethren, my job is to speak to you on the 
subject “Masonry Today.” As I see it, your job 
is to listen.  If you finish your job before I 
finish mine, please have the courtesy not to 
leave the auditorium. 

“Fagin” in the wonderful musical, Oliver, 
sings an amusing number, I’ve Been 
Reviewing The Situation.  Well, I’ve been 
reviewing the situation of “Masonry Today,” 
and it is not so funny. 

Our membership is declining. Average age is 
increasing. Attendance is down. Filling the 
roster of Officers is difficult.  Amalgamations 
are becoming more frequent. Lodge 
buildings are being sold. There is concern 
about the finances of Grand Lodge. 
Some church leaders are condemning our 
Order.  Alas, alack! Alas, alack!  Woe is me! 
Perhaps we should just heed the words of 
another popular song of years gone by, Let’s 
Call The Whole Thing Off. 

Have I got your attention? Are the “hackles” 
standing up on the back of your necks? I can 
hear you gritting your teeth from here.  Good 
for you! Good for Freemasonry! 

Freemasonry has weathered many a storm 
before.  It will continue to outlive dictators, 
demagogues, persecutors, slanderers 
and us.  Masonry’s truths can never be 
silenced.  Remember the devastating blow 
the Craft suffered when the “Morgan 
Incident” scandalized our Order. A man, 
named Morgan, who may or may not 
have been a Mason, supposedly intended to 
publish and expose of the “secrets” of 
Masonry.  He, mysteriously, disappeared 
from Batavia, N.Y., in 1826.  Masons were 
blamed.  Rumor had it that he was spirited 
across the border to Canada and killed.  Later 
research indicates he may have taken a boat, 
which was shipwrecked in the British West 
Indies or Cayman Islands. Facts are sketchy. 
There are many fanciful descriptions of the 
event that we can only view 

as conjecture.  But, Morgan did vanish. 
Subsequently, a wave of anti-masonry swept 
the United States.  There was even an “Anti-
Masonic Political Party” which ran a slate of 
candidates in Federal elections.  Things 
looked mighty grim for our Fraternity.  The 
Grand Lodge of Michigan suspended labor in 
1829.  Subordinate Lodges were ordered to 
do the same.  All complied, with 
the exception of the youngest Stoney Creek 
Lodge. It continued for several years in the 
home of one Brother Millerd.  Anti-
Masonic fervor was so intense that neighbors 
quarreled and families divided.  Brother 
Millerd’s church became so outspoken that, 
for the sake of peace, he asked the Lodge to 
move. 

Through all this turmoil persevered a faithful 
Tyler, Bro. Daniel B. Taylor. Every meeting 
night he would set up the Lodge, light 
a candle, place it in the window, fire up his 
pipe and sit down to read. Even if no one 
came, he would wait until the usual time 
to “close the Lodge,” blow out the candle, 
lock the door and go home.  Brother Taylor 
continued this dedicated vigil in solitude 
until, in 1841, the furor of anti-Masonic 
sentiment subsided.  The Grand Lodge was 
then revived. Darkness had been dispelled by 
the enduring faith of our Brother 
Taylor.  Problems today are not so black 
and white.  They are complex and 
insidious.  We are feeling the heat.  Great 
heat is what puts the temper into fine 
steel.  From the fire of love for Freemasonry 
we must forge the Daniel Taylors 
of “Masonry Today.” 

There is nothing wrong with the foundation 
of Freemasonry.  The beautiful messages of 
morality we are taught in our 
magnificent ceremonies are pertinent and 
timeless.  We do not need to reduce the 
eloquence of language therein contained to 
common conversational text.  Its grandeur 
elevates us to an uncommon level.  We are 
on the right track.  But, as Arthur Godfrey 
said, “Even if you are on the right track, you 
will get run over it you just stand there.” 

Instead of worrying and wringing our hands, 
lamenting our slow demise, we must look at 
ourselves.  We must take courageous 
action, now. 

 
 

THIS MONTH’S EDUCATION TOPIC 

Your Masonic Education 
by Brother Myron Lusk from a Masonic Spring Workshop in 1990 

http://www.freemasonnetwork.org/home
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What can we do today? Masonry 
encouragers us to think for ourselves.  We 
have grown too inward and self-
serving.  The landmark of “Secrecy” has 
become distorted, misused 
and misunderstood.  Do not think that I 
advocate the divulging of signs, tokens or 
words. I hold as sacred the solemn 
Obligations we take to preserve our modes 
of recognition.  However, if the world at large 
is kept ignorant of what we profess and the 
quality of men who serve our Lodges, we are 
doing nothing more than patting ourselves 
on the back and telling each other what fine 
fellows we are.  If we do not recognize this 
failing to communicate with the “profane,” 
we may shrivel to a small, elite group of old 
men headed for extinction, or at least 
insignificance. 

Referring once more to a musical play, the 
question is asked, “Why is the Fiddler On The 
Roof?” No one knows. The blind answer 
is, “Tradition.” The public secrecy we practice 
is not tradition.  Freemasonry used to be very 
visible.  Cornerstone laying for public 
buildings were done by the Masonic Lodge in 
full regalia.  Grand Lodge Installations were 
covered by the press, with names 
and pictures of the Elected officers being 
printed.  Our benevolence was well 
known.  The Masonic Lodge was held in high 
esteem by the public. 

Today, the average person does not have the 
slightest notion who we are, what we stand 
for, or that we even exist.  For all they 
know, we might be the same as the Ku Klux 
Klan or some cult. What happened? Who said 
we can’t tell the world about ourselves? It 
is time we show some common sense and 
discretion in educating the public as to the 
noble purpose of Freemasonry.  I am proud 
to be a Mason.  You are proud.  Why should 
we be reluctant to tell non-members of our 
love for the Craft? Our reticence is 
utter nonsense! 

Why would any worthy man want to become 
a member of a Fraternity he knows nothing 
about? Perhaps he has heard 
uncomplimentary references to our “secret 
society.” Is it only for rich people? Is it for 
influential executives or politicians? Does it 
cost too much for the ordinary workingman? 
Is it prejudicial in nature? Does it revile 
religion? Why can’t we tell the world what we 
really stand for? Is it “Tradition?” 

There is a very humorous story told about 
Winston Churchill regarding the subject of 
“Tradition.” When he was made Lord of 
the Admiralty, Churchill set out to modernize 

and re-organize the Royal Navy. It had 
become dangerously obsolete, both in 
thinking and equipment. The “Old Guard” 
were appalled by the changes he 
was instituting.  They angrily declared that 
this young upstart knew nothing of the 
“Traditions” of the Royal Navy. When 
confronted with this change, Churchill 
stated, “I certainly do know the traditions of 
the Royal Navy.  There are three, and I will 
name them for you: 

Ruin, Sodomy and the Lash!!” 

This story illustrates what I am trying to say. 
Many matters that have become practice are 
imposed for selfish or opinionated reasons. 
They have no real relationship to the purpose 
or welfare of the organization. They 
precipitate crisis! 

To survive and grow we must have new 
members. I do not suggest that we should 
solicit on street corners or hold membership 
contests.  However, a discreet, controlled 
public relations program can be developed. 
The need for such effort is undeniable. 

During the summer of 1988, the Masonic 
Renewal Task Force was established in the 
United States.  The sixteen members were 
Grand Masters, past Grand Masters and 
Leaders from the Shrine, Scottish Rite, York 
Rite and Masonic Service Association. They 
engaged a national survey company (Barton-
Gillet) to determine the prevailing attitudes 
of both the public and our own members 
toward Freemasonry.  The results of this 
survey were printed in the May, 1989 issue of 
the Northern Light magazine, the official 
publication of the Supreme Council 33 
Degree, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry, Northern Jurisdiction U.S.A. 
I have also obtained a videotape 
presentation of the survey from the 
Masonic Service Association, entitled: A 
Report on the Findings of American Attitudes 
Toward Joining Freemasonry. A copy of this 
tape was presented to each Grand Lodge in 
the United States. I will, gladly, make my 
copy available to the Grand Lodge of Alberta. 

The survey represents an average of the 
American male population.  Among non-
members surveyed, about 30 per cent said 
they were familiar with Freemasonry; 23 per 
cent not very familiar; 36 per cent knew the 
name only; 11 per cent never heard of 
the organization.  When asked about their 
possible interest in joining, only 2 per cent 
were definitely interested; 22.2 per cent 
maybe interested; 25.3 per cent probably not 
interested; 50.5 per cent definitely not 

interested.  When asked which ideas of 
Masonry were least attractive or 
unacceptable, the majority responded that 
they did not know.  About 10 per cent replied 
that they thought the Fraternity was too 
clannish, secretive or ritualistic.  Asked 
to name a word or phrase to describe 
Masonry, the largest single response was 
that they did not know, and 14 per cent 
said, secretive.  Recommendations of the 
survey company were mainly directed to 
more communication with the public and our 
own members, particularly the inactive ones, 
who comprise two-thirds of our membership. 
I strongly urge our Grand Lodge to seriously 
study the valuable information revealed. 

Today’s society is not what it was during the 
great growth years of our Fraternity.  We 
now have more two-income families and 
more distractions competing for men’s time. 
People are more mobile and pleasure 
seeking, with a greater move to health and 
fitness activities.  We used to draw 
membership from specific workplaces.  The 
Lodge was a social center.  Now, business 
and community functions are more 
fragmented. 

We can easily see that competition has made 
the theory of the “better mousetrap” no 
longer viable. The packaging, advertising 
and promotion of an item is often more 
expensive than the product itself. In the final 
analysis, the quality of the product may 
be what retains the customers, but the first 
objective is to attract the customer.  About 
the only business that makes money 
without publicity is the Mint! 

Masonry is not a business. However, unless 
we conduct our affairs in a more practical, 
business-like manner, we will continue to 
be in trouble.  We must accept the fact that 
there is great social competition.  It is tough 
out there! 

Our competition is not the concordant 
bodies. I feel the condemnation of 
Masonically related organizations for 
alienating the loyalty of Craft Lodge 
members is futile, unfair and self-destructive. 
It is my personal observation that those who 
are active supporters of concordant bodies 
are also among the best workers in their 
Mother Lodges.  Should we not be proud of 
the 90,000 Shriners who, in 1989, paraded in 
Toronto and contributed $1,000,000 to the 
Burns Hospital? Is that bad for Craft 
Masonry?  The Scottish Rite Charitable 
Foundation of Canada achieved a $3,000,000 
level in their Capital Fund for 1989.  The 
interest from this Fund is given every year to 
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sponsor study and research in the field of 
Mental Retardation and Alzheimer’s 
Disease.  Can that be bad for the Masonic 
Lodge? I think not! The absolute reality 
is that members of concordant bodies are 
Craft Masons. The welfare of Craft Masonry 
is vital to those organizations.  Let us live 
in amity.  “Let the world see how Masons 
love one another. “ 

Using the concordant bodies as “whipping 
boys” for our ills reminds me of the story of 
the protective mother who was entering her 
son in school. She advised the teacher: “My 
Harold is very sensitive.  If you need to punish 
him, slap the boy next to him.  That 
will frighten Harold and he will give you no 
more trouble.” 

Let’s cure our own ills and stop blaming 
others or our own problems and failings.  We 
must spend our energies educating non-
members and lending finding ways to re-
activate present members.  That is no small 
task, but we can start by finding out why 
they become inactive.  We can determine 
what would make the Lodge more attractive 
to all our members. 

We must, individually and collectively, 
communicate with worthy men whom we 
feel are suitable candidates to benefit from 
the teachings and fellowship of the Masonic 
Lodge.  Through our social contacts with 
these men and their wives we can subtly lead 
them to petition our Lodges. 

Consider the example of a positive and 
successful idea implemented by a small-town 
Lodge in the Province of 
Saskatchewan.  They were struggling to 
retain their Charter.  The members and their 
wives held a banquet at the Lodge Hall, 
inviting their sons, grandsons, nephews and 
other quality men with their wives.  After the 
banquet they gave talks on what 
Freemasonry stands for and how 
it contributes to the betterment of 
mankind.  They also explained 
that membership in our Fraternity must be 
applied for; that we cannot solicit 
members.  Many of the men present were 
sufficiently impressed that they applied for 
membership.  The Lodge is now flourishing 
with the infusion of new enthusiasm. 

We cannot sit on our hands or wring them in 
agony of our plight.  We must reach out to 
extend the embrace of friendship to 
worthy men.  We must show these men and 
their wives that the Masonic Lodge is not 
some forbidding, secret Temple, but a refuge 

for those who seek peace, harmony and 
brotherly love. 

In closing, I say Masonry Today must realize 
that our Fraternity is too great to resign to 
defeat.  We are not doomed to 
decline.  We are not destined to a failure we 
cannot resist.  However, if we do not take 
positive action our outlook is dismal. 

So, harnessing all the creative energy God 
has blessed us with, let us make Masonry 
Today the beginning of a glorious renewal 
for Masonry Tomorrow! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t Forget to Send in Your 
Stories, Pictures and Events! 
 

Brothers please remember to send anything 

that you want included in the Trestle Board 

to your Worshipful Masters whose e-mail 

addresses can be found on the last page of 

the newsletter. We have gotten some good 

feedback on the new Trestle Board and we 

would like to keep highlighting our Brothers. 

 

We Need Brothers to Join 
Committees! 
 

Hopefully your respective Lodges were able 

to assign some Brothers to the committees 

listed on page 11 and as you will see, we 

finally have some updates!  If you are 

interested in joining one of those 

committees, please make sure you reach out 

to your WM and let him know.  Hopefully we 

will see some of our newest members joining 

these committees as part of their Masonic 

journey. 

 
Squires and DeMolay will be 
raising money for the Masonic 
Services Association July-
September. 
 
The Squires and DeMolay are finishing up their  
fundraising for the Masonic Services 
Association in Sioux Falls.  Be on the lookout 
for chances to donate at the Shrine on 
Wednesday nights in September.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News to Know 
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The Knights of St. Andrew 
Are Cleaning Up! 
 

On Saturday afternoon on 8/17 the KSA and 

members of the Scottish Rite cleaned up the 

large Lodge Room and made it shine! There 

was a noticeable change in color of the two 

columns when the dust was removed. The 

carpet was thoroughly vacuumed, all of the 

hard floors were mopped and each station 

was dusted. This was followed by a cleanup 

of the Scottish Rite pantry on 9/13 which 

looks much better! Next they will take on the 

Scottish Rite Library and the other two 

Lodge Rooms.  If anyone would like to help, 

the Brothers will be cleaning on Saturday 

9/21 at 9am. Our Lodge building is like a 

second home for many of us, please work 

to help take care of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DeMolay and Squires 

Surprised 
 
During a workday making lawn games for a 
fundraiser, the DeMolay and Squires in 
attendance were granted a huge honor and 
surprise. Brother Bob Weatherford made 
arrangements to bring Former US 
Ambassador for the UN and Scottish Rite 
Brother, Sichan Siv, to visit with the boys. He 
gave them a little geography lesson, taught 
them how to spell their names using the 
NATO alphabet and told them of his 
harrowing journey out of the killing fields of 
Cambodia to becoming a US Ambassador to 
the UN and serving two Presidents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DeMolay and Squires Put in 

Some Sweat Equity 
 
This summer the DeMolay and Squires 
promised to help out with some things 
around the Lodge building. One of those 
things was the paint the North and South 
windows. They picked a date and although 
they did not have a full compliment of 
members, they worked very hard to get 
those windows scraped, re-caulked and 
painted. The windows were in such tough 
shape it took the entire day, but they are 
looking better! The south window still needs 
another coat of paint but they are 
determined to get it done! 
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SGIG Jeff Larson 33 Degree is 

Named as the New Grand 

Treasurer General 
 
Our very own Sovereign Grand Inspector 

General was elected to become the new 

Grand Treasurer General for the Supreme 

Council of the Southern Jurisdiction of the 

Scottish Rite! Congratulations on your 

promotion SGIG Larson! 

 

The New Sovereign Grand 

Commander of the Scottish 

Rite 
 
A historical event took place at the Biennial 

Session this year and Illustrious James D. 

Cole 33rd Degree was elected as the 19th 

Sovereign Grand Commander to lead the 

Scottish Rite!  To give you an idea of how 

historic this was, the Southern Jurisdiction of 

the Scottish Rite started in 1801 and in that 

218 year history there have only been 19 

Sovereign Grand Commanders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Reps from Sioux Falls 

Made it to the Biennial 
 

Brothers Harland Danielson and Brian Pulling 

also made it to Washington D.C. to witness 

history in the making. They took time out 

after their meetings on the last day and got a 

private tour of the House of the Temple from 

Brother Bob Weatherford! (Hilarity soon 

ensued) 

 

They took turns sitting in SGIG Larson’s new 

Treasurer’s chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They thought seriously about trying to 

access the vault but thought better of it 

when Bob told them the alarm will go off (he 

almost sounded like he was talking from 

experience). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There Will Be a New Rite 

Care Clinic in the State 

During the Scottish Rite Foundation meeting 

it was announced that there will be a new 

Rite Care Clinic starting up in Mitchell, South 

Dakota!  SGIG Larson announced that there 

will be another partnership with Avera in 

bringing this clinic into being. Their main 

emphasis will be on the area of the state 

South and West of Mitchell. 

Rite Care in Sioux Falls Gets 

Two Great Clinicians 

The Sioux Falls Rite Care Clinic was lucky 

enough to be able to hire two new Clinicians 

to replace those who left. Please welcome 

Jess (middle left) and Stacie (middle right) to 

our Clinic! If you see them around, please 

introduce yourself to them as a Scottish Rite 

Brother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

From 2017-2018 philanthropic 

support for the Southern 

Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite 

reached $960,891,000!  

Scottish Rite News 
Sioux Falls Valley of the Scottish Rite 
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Minnehaha #5 

Minnehaha had five new Brothers complete 
their EA degree and they will be through the 
FC degree by the middle of September.   

Two of the three candidates who were 
unable to make it are friends. One was 
having a personal difficulty and the other 
decided it was best to be there for him.  They 
will make great Masons. 

They have several more candidates in the 
pipeline and are looking forward to meeting 
with them. 

A New TV Series That Starts 

in the House of The Temple 

Did you know that NBC had greenlit a project 
based on Dan Brown’s book The Lost Symbol 
and will be called Langdon after the main 
character. It will start out at the Scottish Rite 
House of the Temple and famed Harvard 
symbologist Robert Langdon, will find 
himself pulled into a series of deadly puzzles 
when his mentor is kidnapped. The CIA 
forces him onto a task force where he 
uncovers a chilling conspiracy. Although it 
will not revolve totally around Masonry it will 
have Masonic elements throughout the 
story. 

There are some big names attached to this 
project, one of which is head writer Daniel 
Cerone. Just to give you an idea, his other 
projects included: Dexter, Constantine, The 
Mentalist and The Black List. As more 
information comes available, I will try to get 
it published. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unity #130 

Unity initiated two candidates and are ready 
to pass them through FC soon.  

They also still have the Traveling Apron in 
their possession if any Lodge would like to 
try and come take it . . . 

 

 

 

 

Family Movie Night at the 

Masonic Center 

WM Solorzano and his wife are planning a 
movie night tentatively set for Saturday 9/21 
at 5pm.  The purpose is to get our families to 
meet each other and to meet the other guys 
they hear about. His email is at the end of the 
newsletter for more details. 

The movie that has been chosen is Pokemon: 
Detective Pickachu. The story begins when 
ace detective Harry Goodman goes 
mysteriously missing, prompting his 21-year-
old son Tim to find out what happened. 
Aiding in the investigation is Harry's former 
Pokémon partner, Detective Pikachu: a 
hilariously wise-cracking, adorable super-
sleuth who is a puzzlement even to himself. 
Finding that they are uniquely equipped to 
communicate with one another, Tim and 
Pikachu join forces on a thrilling adventure to 
unravel the tangled mystery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity #200 

Trinity has their EA degree coming up before 
the end of the month. They have eight 
candidates and three more they are doing 
courtesy work for from Madison. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the Bodies of the Lodges 
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Sioux Falls Squire Manor 
 

DeMolay Squires is an organization providing 
boys (9-11) an opportunity to be a part of, 
and support, DeMolay and through 
collaborative efforts, plan its own program of 
activities.  The group supports the purpose 
and ideals of DeMolay through quality 
programs teaching leadership skills, social 
development and cooperative activities with 
the DeMolay Chapters and other local 
community groups.  The goal of the Squires 
is for its members and their parents to have 
fun while learning three important life 
lessons:  Wisdom (the importance of 
education), Truth (honesty), and Justice 
(equality and fairness). 
 
DeMolay International established the 
organization of Squires to assist parents in 
making a positive difference in the lives of 
their sons while in their most impressionable 
years.  By providing a fun environment and 
teaching three very simple lessons, the 
Squires will help parents draw closer to their 
sons and instill values that will stay with their 
sons throughout their lives. 
 
The basic Squire organization is called a 
“Manor.”  Every Manor is sponsored by a 
DeMolay Chapter or a DeMolay 
Jurisdiction.  Its adult leaders, who are 
registered DeMolay Advisors have been 
educated in Youth Protection and been 
subjected to the rigorous certification 
process.  In addition, when possible, there is 
a DeMolay member appointed to the Manor 
as a “Squire Mentor,” or liaison between the 
sponsoring Chapter and the Manor.  His role 
is to be a big brother and example to the 
members of the Manor. 
 
If you have a son, grandson, nephew, or 
know any young man between the ages of 
nine and eleven, then you know an eligible 
Squire. If you know of anyone who may 
benefit from this program please contact 
Manor Dad Brian Pulling at 
barrister1965@gmail.com.  

An Influential Brother 
 

Bro. Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe  

He was a famous German poet, dramatist 
and philosopher. He may be best known for 
his tragic play Faust. In his dying moments, 
his last words were, "More Light!" 

Initiated: June 3, 1780 [June 23 ?] 
Passed: June 23, 1781 
Raised: March 3, 1782 
Lodge Amelia, Weimer 

 

  

Brothers to Keep in Our 
Thoughts 
 
Brother Welding found out that he is not 

eligible for a transplant related to his 

cardiopulmonary hypertension.  He is going 

to seek another option. Please attend the 

fundraiser found on page 12 to help him out. 

Brother Rise is almost done with his series of 

IV medication to clear up a medical issue.  

Brothers Butterfield and Vacin are recovering 

nicely from their surgeries. Please keep all 

these Brothers and their families in your 

prayers as well as all of those impacted by 

the tornados this month. 

 

Help Donate to the Scottish 
Rite or Shrine by Using 
Amazon Smiles 
 
Remember Brothers, you can donate to the 

worthy cause of your choice by using 

Amazon Smiles.  If you order items through 

Amazon a portion of that will be donated 

back to the organization you choose.  It’s 

easy and it’s for a good cause. 

Masonic Stag Night/Day is 
Back! 
 
On October 5th at 10 am, some of our 

Brothers from the insurance industry have 

offered to educate us all on the ins and outs 

of insurance including: Major Medical “Do’s” 

& “Don’ts” as well as Medicare and Medicare 

Supplement (Medicare in General) 65+ 

“Do’s” & Don’ts”. They will also talk about 

open enrollment and answer as many 

questions as they can.  

 

Please let Bro. Jose Arreola know if you are 

going to attend 

Josearreola@midco.net 

 

Brother Joshua Dodd at a 
Vikings Game 
 
Brother Dodd was on hand at the Vikings vs 
Falcons game to help with the US Flag the 
covers the field. Since he is a Patriots fan, he 
was asked how he felt about it. He said he will 
never turn down free NFL tickets or a chance to 
hold our nation’s flag. Thank you for your 
service Brother! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masonic Spotlight 

mailto:barrister1965@gmail.com
mailto:Josearreola@midco.net
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Good Works and 

Outreach Committee 

Brothers Arreola and Pulling have been busy 

meeting with and talking to new candidates. 

Brother Arreola is also going to bring the 

Brothers a presentation on “What you need 

to know about health insurance” on October 

5th. If you have questions please bring them 

with you!

Masonic Education 

Committee 

<<NEED MEMBERS>> This Committee will 

be charged with keeping the Brothers tools 

from gathering dust.  This can be done by 

coming up with presentations that can be 

carried out in each Lodge or inviting in 

speakers on things that may be interesting to 

the Brothers. This Committee will also help 

with things like putting together education 

packets for new Masons. 

 

 

Mentoring Committee 

<<NEED MEMBERS>> This Committee will 

be charged with helping set up guidelines for 

vetting potential candidates and finding 

committed Masons to act as mentors to new 

brothers.  This Committee will find ways to 

help shepherd new Brothers through their 

first year of membership.   

Ritualistic Excellence 

Committee 

Brothers Andersen and Harrison are starting 

to put together sets of degree team 

members so Brothers will know who to 

contact if degree work needs to be done and 

the people in the various Lodges who are 

proficient at those parts. The goal is to have 

contact list that can be shared among the 

Lodges. 

 

 

Communication and 

Technology Committee 

Brothers Polk and Pulling are hard at work 

coming up with ideas and how to execute 

them for a Minnehaha #5 website. Among 

other things they are working to provide is a 

Masonic Directory that they hope will be able 

to eventually encompass the entire state and 

be usable by all Masons. 

Masonic Building 

Association Committee  

The MBA has organized some of the major 

work that needs to be done into a “punch 

list”. Their most recent decision had to do 

with repairing the roof to stop any more 

water damage to the Lodge building. The 

membership of the Committee is engaged 

and looking at a lot of alternatives to help 

make our building the best it can be. If you 

are interested in helping clean or repair 

things at the Lodge please contact the MBA 

and make your thoughts known.  

Committee Cornerstones {Updated!} 
by Your Committee Representatives 
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Minnehaha Lodge #5 
Stated Meeting: First Thursday of the Month 
Dinner at 6pm, Lodge at 7pm 
Degree Work: FC on 9/19 at 7pm, MM on 
10/3 at 6pm, EA on 11/7 at 6pm, FC on 12/5 at 
7pm and MM on 12/19 at 6pm 
 
 

Unity Lodge #130 
Stated Meeting: Second Thursday of the 
Month 
Dinner at 6pm, Lodge at 7pm  
Degree Work: FC on 9/26, MM on 10/24, 
tentative FC on 12/12 
 
  

Trinity Lodge #200 
Stated Meeting: First Monday of the Month 
Dinner at 6:30pm, Lodge at 7pm  
Dark: July and August 
Degree Work: EA on 9/23, FC on 10/21, MM 
on 11/4, FC on 12/2 
 
 

Cigar Lodge 
Date and Time:  Contact Bro. Kyle Orth 
 
 

Masonic Stag Night 
Date and Time: Second Saturday of the 
Month  
7-9pm (maybe longer) 
Masonic Center Basement (may vary) 
Contact Bro. Brian Pulling 
(Dark May - August) See page 10 above for 
date and time change in October 

 
High Twelve Lunch 
Date and Time: Thursdays, 11am-1pm at the 
Royal Fork 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Good Works and 
Outreach Committee 
Date and Time: TBD (Typically this group 
meets via email communication) 
 
 

Masonic Education 
Committee 
Date and Time: TBD 
 
 

Mentoring Committee 
Date and Time: TBD 
 
 

Ritualistic Excellence 
Committee 
Date and Time: TBD (Typically this group 
meets via email communication and phone 
calls) 
 
 

Communications and 
Technology Committee 
Date and Time: TBD (Typically this group 
meets via email communication) 
 
 

Masonic Building 
Association Committee 
Date and Time: Third Tuesday of the month 
in the Mayer Room at 6 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Rite 
Stated Meeting: Second Tuesday of the 
Month at 5:30pm 
Degree Work: Third Tuesday of the Month, 
Fall Reunion Degree Work September 2tth 
and 28th  
 

Knights of St. Andrew 
Stated Meeting: Second Tuesday of the 
Month at 7pm 
 

York Rite 
Stated Meeting: First Tuesday of the Month 
at 7pm 
Dark: July and August 
 
 

DeMolay and Squires 
Stated Meeting: First Monday of the Month 
is the business meeting and the third 
Monday of the month is a fun meeting 
Squires meet from 6pm – 7pm 
DeMolay meet from 7pm – 9pm 
 
 

Monthly Shrine Rush 
Party 
Third Wednesday of the month at the Shrine 
Temple 
 
 
 
  

Calendar of Events 
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Sioux Falls 
Freemasons 

The Trestle 
Board 

520 South 1st Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

The Final Funnies 
 

The Death of Someone Else 
 

BY AUTHOR UNKNOWN 
 
From active Masons, resolute, 
Our wives and fam'lies we salute 
We surely know the price you pay, 
Who sit alone while we're away 
 
No high degrees on you conferred, 
In Lodge, your name is seldom heard 
You serve our cause though out of sight, 
While sitting home alone tonight 
 
Masonic papers list our names, 
Awards are given, fit to frame 
But yours is absent...you who strive, 
To keep our fortitude alive 
 
You're part of every helpful deed, 
On your encouragement we feed 
Without your blessings, how could we, 
Continue acts of charity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
And so, this poem, we dedicate, 
To every Master Mason's mate 
And offer our undying love, 
Rewards await in Heaven above. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feel free to contact your Worshipful Master 
for questions or comments: 
 
James Jensen  
WM, Minnehaha Lodge #5 
(minnehahalodge5wm@gmail.com) 

Robert “Solo” Solorzano 
WM, Unity Lodge #130 
(unity130master@gmail.com) 

George Hamilton 
WM, Trinity Lodge #200 
(trinitylodge200wm@gmail.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part Upon the Square 

Three Lodges 
One Brotherhood 


